Legal Research & Writing – Feb. 6 2007

In-class assignment

Professor Michael H. Cohen
Instructions:


Please review the following cases:

· Metzler v. NYS Board
· In re Gonzales
· In re Guess
· Charell v. Gonzales
· Schneider v. Revici
· Boyle v. Revici
Then:

1. Write a few paragraphs synthesizing these cases.  For those of you who have already synthesized some of these cases, please go ahead and synthesize all of the above.  Please group like cases alike (hint: some deal with professional discipline whereas others address medical malpractice).  Try the following format:

Two paragraphs, one on each set of cases.

Each paragraph:

1st topic sentence and maybe another sentence or two: the rule that emerges from the relevant cases.

Next few sentences: explain each relevant case, giving the most concise factual detail necessary.  Be sure your prose links the cases together so the reader has a map to your synthesis.
A third, concluding paragraph that explains how these two sets of cases are alike, and how they differ.

You may need to vary the above – it is merely a suggested format.

2. Go ahead and include a paragraph or two (not more) discussing how you believe these issues would be handled under Bahamian law, and the extent to which the New York cases you have reviewed might influence your decision-making if you were working for the Minister of Health and asked to draft appropriate legislation to guide the Bahamian medical and legal system with regard to issues of physician competence and negligence. 

Some students have already identified the Bahamian medical statute and relevant provisions thereof.  To the extent you can do so, identify which provisions might potentially apply to the issues you discuss in (1).

You may work in groups.  Be prepared to share your COMPLETED WRITTEN discussion with the class on Thursday.
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